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Torcello, which used to be lonely as a cloud, has fecently become an outing from
Venice. Many more visitors than it can comfortablyfﬁold pour into it, off the regular
steamers, off chartered motor—boats, and off yachts; all day they amble up the
towpath, looking for what? The cathedral is decorated with early mosaics—scenes from
hell, much restored, and a great sad, austere Madonna; Byzantine art is an acquired
taste and probably not one in ten of the visitors has acquired it. They wander into
the church and look round aimlessly. They come out on to the village green and
photograph each other in a stone armchair, said to be the throne of Attila. They
relentlessly tear at the wild roses which one has seen in bud and longed to see in
bloom and which for a day have scented the whole island. As soon as they are picked
the roses fade and are thrown into the canal. The Americans visit the inn to eat
or drink something. The English declare that they can’ t afford to do this. They
take food which they have brought with them into the vineyard and I am sorry to say
leave the devil of a mess behind them. Every Thursday Germans come up the towpath,
marching as to war, with a Leader. There is a standing order for fifty luncheons
at the inn; while they eat the Leader lectures them through a megaphone. After
luncheon they march into the cathedral and undergo another lecture. They, at least,
know what they are seeing. Then they march_back to their boat. They are tidy; they
leave no litter. —Nancy Mitford, The_Wétér Beetle
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