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There is a strong view that holds that success is a myth, and ambition
therefore a sham. Does this mean that success does not really exist? That
achievement is at bottom empty? That the efforts of men and women are of
no significance alongside the force of movements and events now not all
success, obviously, is worth esteeming, nor all ambition worth
cultivating. Which are and which are not is something one soon enough
learns on one’ s own. But even the most cynical secretly admit that success
exists; that achievement counts for a great deal; and that the true myth
is that the actions of men and women are useless. To believe otherwise
is to take on a point of view that is likely to be deranging. It is, in
its implications, to remove all motives for competence, interest in
attainment, and regard for posterity.
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Many intelligent people still equate happiness with fun. The truth
is that fun and happiness have little or nothing in common. Fun is what
we experience during an act. Happiness is what we experience after an act.

It is a deeper, more abiding emotion.

Going to an amusement park or ball game, watching a movie or
television, are fun activities that help us relax, temporarily forget our
problems and maybe even laugh.’But they do not bring happiness, because

their positive effects end when the fun ends.

I have often thought that if Hollywood stars have a role to play,
it is to teach us that happiness has nothing to do with fun. These rich,
beautiful individuals have constant access to glamorous parties, fancy

cars, expensive homes, everything that spells “happiness”.
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But in memoir after memoir, celebrities reveal the unhappiness
hidden beneath all their fun: depression, alcoholism, drug addiction,

broken marriages, troubled children, profound loneliness.
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Independence and self-reliance should not rule out learning from
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other countries and drawing upon the fruits of world civilization. The
two are complementary to each other. Our ancestors came to know this a
long time ago. In this respect, we have valuable historical experience
from the Han and Tang Dynasties. Those were periods of prosperity when
China strove to develop itself on its own, and also periods when it learned
extensively from foreign advanced cultures in the process of actively
conducting external exchanges. Since the founding of New China, we Chinese
people have persevered in taking our own road and engaging in the economic,
political and cultural undertakings and’ turning our motherland into a
socialist country with initial prosperity. Meanwhile, we have earnestly
absorbed and drawn upon fruits of advanced world civilization, which in
turn have greatly promoted the development of China. However, it must be
pointed out that the absorption and learning process is by no means one
of simple imitation. China cannot copy the development model of Western
capitalist countries, nor can it mechanically follow other countries’
models of building socialism.’Oh the contrary, it must take a road to
development that is suited to its national conditions. That is, the road
to building socialism with Chinese characteristics, which we have found
through long—term practice. The Chinese people will move forward

unswervingly along this road.
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