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THFT X, have no ambition

HEAN, nag.

ERM,  inmitive.
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| Two skillful thieves one night entered the house of a wealthy knight, no less wise than
worshipped in the community. The gentleman, hearing the noise of their feet in the house,
awakened and suspected that they were thieves. They were upﬂn the point of opeming the
door of the chamber where ha lay, when he jogged her wife, awakened her, and whispered, “!
hear the noise of thieves who have come to rob us. [ would have you, therefore; asked me
srraight, and with great insistence, when and by what means [ came by all 1 own. Ask me
loudly and earnesily, and, as [ shall appear reluctant, you must plead and wheedle until, at
length, [ shall yield and tell you. > The Lady, his wife, being wise, began in this manner to
question her husband — “O, dear sir. Grant me one thing this night that 1 have for so long
desired to know. Tell me how you have come by all these goods you now possess.” He,
speaking at random and carelessly, scarce answered. Finally, after she kept pleading, he said,
“T can but wonder, Madam, at what moves you to know my secrets. Be contented, then, to
live well, to dress richly, and to be waited upon and served. [ have heard that all things have
ears, and that many things are spoken which are later repented. Therefore, [ pray you, hold

your peace.”

2. In these strange old times, when fantastic dreams and madmen’s reveries were realized
amony the actual circumstances of life, two persons met together at an appointed hour and
place. One was a lady, gracetul in form and fair of features, though pale and troubled, and
smitten with an untimely blight in what should have been the fullest bloom of her years, the
other was an ancient and meanly dressed woman, of ill-favoured aspect and so withered,
shrunken and decrepit, that even the space since she began 10 decay must have exceeded the
ordinary term of human existence. In the spot where they encountered, no mortal could
observe them. Three little hills stood by each other, and down in the midst of them sunk a
hollow basin, almost mathematically circular, two or three hundred feet in breadth, and of
such depth that a stately cedar might but just be visible above the sides.

Reverie: pleasant thoughts and dreams while awake S
Decrepit: in bad conditions
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