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1. 5EM: 15 F(15%)
Taking On the World

Any consideration of China's transformation since 1949 must recognize the dramatic
improvement in China's global posture. Sixty years ago the new People's Republic was cut off
from the world, having diplomatic recognition only from a relatively small number of nations. It
was excluded from the U.N. It soon became embroiled in the Korean War and the Cold War,
which brought further isolation. Despite some marginal trade with Western Europe following the
1954 Geneva Conference on Indochina, China was cut off from international trade, finance and
aid. As a result, its economy stagnated.

Six decades later, China has fully embraced globalization at home and has burst onto the
world's stage in a largely positive fashion. It now has both interests and a presence in parts of the
world completely new to China — such as Latin America-and the Middle East — and enjoys
rising international prestige. Beijing has generally managed its relations well with the major world
powers: the U.S., Russia and the E.U. It has transformed its regional diplomacy in Asia, reasserted
a role in Africa and become much more deeply engaged with international organizations and
across a range of global-governance issues. China used to eschew multilateralism, distrusting it as
some kind of (Western) conspiracy. While Beijing remains a selective multilateralist globally —
engaging on some issues and not others — the broad trend has been positive and in the direction

of deeper contributions to the world community.

2. WHRE: HLEDL (40%)

Still, many countries worry about China's rise and global expansion, even though it has, to
date, been outwardly peaceful. Public opinion polls in Europe and the U.S. regularly reflect a
negative image of China, while concerns over economic competition and job losses are growing in
Europe, Africa and Latin America. Substantial strains remain in Beijing's ties with three of China's
most important neighbors: Australia, India and Japan. Even relations with Russia, which have
achieved historic highs since the collapse of the Soviet Union, have run into obstacles. This is
unsurprising. As Beijing expands its influence and begins to flex its new muscle on the world
stage, it's to be expected that China will engender occasional discord with other nations.

Some historians of China think they see the telltale signs of dynastic decline: government
corruption, social discontent (especially inthe countryside), autocratic rulers and a militarizing
state. Some contemporary China experts.also voice their doubts — proclaiming the regime fragile
and the political system ossified —= while economists question how long the dynamic growth can
continue.

While the system and country have weaknesses and challenges, the Sinological landscape
is littered with its naysayers and critics. The People's Republic of China has endured for six
decades and has overcome a wide variety of serious domestic crises, border wars and international
isolation. Its strengths and adaptability have repeatedly been underestimated by outside observers.
One thing is certain: China will remain a country of complexity and contradictions — which will

keep China watchers and Chinese alike guessing about its future indefinitely.

3. Synopsis (no more than 300 words in English) (45%)
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