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[f language is defined merely as system of communication. then
language is not unique to humans. There are, however. certan
characteristics of human language that are not found in the communication
systems of any other species. A basic property ot human language 1s 1ts
creative aspect-----a speaker’s ability to string together discrete units to
form an infinite set of “well-formed™ novel sentences. Also. children need
not be taught language in any controlled way; they require only Linguistic
input to enable them to form their own grammar.

The fact that deaf children learn language shows that the ability to hear
or produce sounds is not a necessary prerequisite for language learning.
And the ability to “imitate” the sounds of human language is not a
sufficient basis for the learning of language, since “talking™ birds imitate
sounds but can neither segment these sounds into smaller units nor

understand what they are imitating.




