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We are all intimately familiar with at least one language. Yet few of

us ever stop to consider what we now when we know a language. There 1S

10 book that contains the English or Russian or Japanese language. One

can list the words of language 1n a dictionary, but not all the possible

ences as well as words,
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sentences, and a language consists

Though we can’t list all sentences, we cafl list the rules a speaker uses to

produce and understand an infinite set of “possible” sentences.

These rules comprise the syntax of a language .You learn these rules

when you learn the language and you also learn the sound system of the

language (the phonology) and the ways .1 which sounds and meanings are

celated (the semantics). The sounds and meanings of words are related n an

arbitrary fashion. That is, if you had never heard the word syntax you

would not, by 1ts very sounds, know what 1t meant. [ anguage, then, 1s a

system that relates sounds with meanings, and when you know a language

you know this system.
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