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Sima Qian was a native of Longmen in present-day Shanxi,who was
born in about 140 B.C. and di.ed at the beginning of the first century B.C.
His father was the court astmlnger and historian,and Sima Qian succeeded
him to this post.To gather histnricﬁl material,he travelled all over China and
visited the descendants or friends of famous man.Later he was punished for
defending a general in disgrace,but in order to complete his greﬁt work he
endured this indignity patiently. That immortal classic,the Kecords ;'::rf the

Histcﬁrian, is the result of his painstaking work and brilliant powers of

observation and analysis.
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