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HL¥EW . we sometimes fall in with persons who have seen much of the world, and
of the men who, in their day, have played a conspicuous part in it, but who generalize
nothing, and have no observation, in the true sense of the word. They abound in
information in detail, curious and entertaining, about men and things; and, having
lived under the influence of no very clear or settled principles, religious or
political, they speak of every one and every thing, only as so many phenomena, which
are complete in themselves, and lead to nothing, not discussing them, or teaching
any truth, or instructing the hearer, but simply talking. No one would say that these
persons, well informed as they are, had attained to any'great culture of intellect
or to philosophy.
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Yet few people ask from books what books can éive us. Most commonly we come to
books with blurred and divided minds, asking of fiction that it shall be true, of
poetry that it shall be false, of biography that it shall be flattering, of history
that it shall enforce our own prejudices. If we could banish all such preconceptions
when we read, that would be an admirable beginning. Do not dictate to your author;
try to become him. Be his fellow—worker and accomplice. If you hang back, and reserve
and criticise at first, you are preventing yourself from getting the fullest possible
value from what you read. But if you open your mind as widely as possible, then signs
and hints of almost imperceptible fineness, from the twist and turn of the first

sentences, will bring you into the presence of a human being unlike any other.
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