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Conflict is not inherent in‘a nation’ s rise. The United States in the
20th century is an example of a state achieving eminence without conflict
with the then—dominant countries. Nor was the often—cited German—British
conflict inevitable. Thoughtless and provocative policies played a role

in transforming European diplomacy into a zero—sum game.

Sino—U.S. relations need not take such a turn. On most contemporary
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issues, the two countries cooperate adequately; what the two countries
lack is an overarching concept for their interaction. During the Cold War,
a common adversary supplied the bond. Common concepts have not yet emerged
from the multiplicity of new tasks facing a globalized world undergoing

political, economic and technological upheaval.

That is not a simple matter. For it implies subordinating national

aspirations to a vision of a global order.
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During the long course of history, the Chinese people have, working

with diligence, bravery and wisdom, created a beautiful homeland where
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all ethnic groups live in harmony, and developed a great and dynamic
culture. Our people have an ardent love for life. They wish to have better
education, more stable jobs, more income, greater social security, better
medical and health care, improved housing conditions and a better
environment. They want their children to have sound growth, have good jobs
and lead a more enjoyable life. To meet their desire for a happy life is
our mission. To fulfill our responsibility, we will rally and lead the
whole Party and people of all ethnic groups in'China in making continued
efforts to free up our minds, carry out“reform and opening—up, further
release and develop the productive forces, work hard to resolve the
difficulties the people face in both work and life, and unwaveringly
pursue common prosperity.lt is the people who create history, and it is
the people who are true heroes. The people are the source of our strength.
We are well aware that the capability of one individual is limited. But
when we are united as one, we will.ecreate an awesome power and we can
certainly overcome all difficulfies. One can only work for a limited
period of time, but there is no limit to serving the people with
dedication. Our responsibility is weightier than Mount Tai, and our
journey ahead is long and arduous. We must always be of the same mind with
the people and share the same destiny with them, and we must work together
with them and diligently for the public good so as to live up to the

expectations of both history and the people.
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