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Writing and Translation  

Part One Translation (I) (50%)  

Directions: Put the following two passages into Chinese and write your translated version on the 

Answer Sheet.  

Passage 1:  

In short, while scientists have generally considered themselves to be the intellectual 

descendants of the "Benjamin Franklin" model of the benevolent scientist, bringing enlightenment 

to humankind, too often scientists are actually perceived by the public to be more in the "Dr. 

Frankenstein" mold, unleashing scientific havoc on an unsuspecting world.  

The lesson we need to draw from this phenomenon is increasingly evident: Modern scientists 

(and their first cousins, engineers) must become as adept in dealing with societal and political 

forces as they are with gravitational and electromagnetic forces--and, candidly, up to this point I 

would not give us a passing grade. Today's scientists are no longer constrained simply by the laws 

of nature, as was generally the case in the past, but also by the laws (and attitudes) of the land. For 

example:  

Could we send men and women to Mars? Technologically speaking, I believe we could. But 

politically there is no will to do so.  

Could we vastly increase the amount of electricity available to Americans through safe, 

nonpolluting nuclear power plants? Almost certainly--as is in fact being done in Europe and Japan 

even today--but communities in America are still repelled by the notion of nuclear power, 

especially after the horrendous example of Chernobyl.  

Could we build automated highways that would increase convenience and reduce accidents? 

Absolutely. But who is to pay for them--and who is to insure their builders in today's litigious 

society?  

Would an inventor be permitted today to introduce a new product that would create millions 

of jobs and make people's lives far more convenient, if projections showed it would cost the lives 

of 50,000 Americans a year? 1 do not know what Karl Benz, Gottlieb Daimler, and Henry Ford 

would answer, but I would seriously doubt it.  

Could we build a super conducting supercollider? A manned base on the moon? Open new 

Alaskan oil fields? Create a reliable ballistic missile defense against terrorist nations? Quite 

likely--if anyone wants us to.  

In a sense, scientists and engineers in the past have been fortunate, for We became 

accustomed to being measured by nature itself--an unwaveringly fair and consistent, albeit 

unforgiving, judge. Today, in contrast, we are often judged by humans--with all the vagaries, 

special agendas, and inconsistencies that entails. This has led me to propound what I have called 

Augustine's Second Law of Socioscience (and engineering), with due apologies to Sir Isaac 

Newton: "For every scientific (or engineering) action, there is an equal and opposite social 

reaction." (416 words)  

Passage 2  

For the first time in my life I was confronted by the phenomenon of audible silence. When 
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we had climbed the first flight of stairs, 1 added another discovery to my limited knowledge of 

natural phenomena--that of tangible darkness. A match showed us where the upward road 

continued. We went to the next floor and then to the next and the next until I had lost count and 

then there came still another floor, and suddenly we had plenty of light. This floor was on an even 

height with the roof of the church, and it was used as a storeroom. Covered with many inches of 

dust, there lay the abandoned symbols of a venerable faith which had been discarded by the good 

people of the city many years ago. That which had meant life and death to our ancestors was here 

reduced to junk and rubbish. The industrious rat had built his nest among the carved images and 

the ever watchful spider had opened up shop between the outspread arms of a kindly saint.  

The next floor showed us from where we had derived our light. Enormous open windows 

with heavy iron bars made the high and barren room the roosting place of hundreds of pigeons. 

The wind blew through the iron bars and the air was filled with a weird and pleasing music. It was 

the noise of the town below us, but a noise which had been purified and cleansed by the distance. 

The rumbling of heavy carts and the clinking of horses' hoofs, the winding of cranes and pulleys, 

the hissing sound of the patient steam which had been set to do the work of man in a thousand 

different ways--they had all been blended into a softly rustling whisper which provided a beautiful 

background for the trembling cooing of the pigeons.  

Here the stairs came to an end and the ladders began. And after the first ladder (a slippery old 

thing which made one feel his way with a cautious foot) there was a new and even greater wonder, 

the town-clock. I saw the heart of time. I could hear the heavy pulse beats of the rapid 

seconds-one--two--three-- up to sixty. Then a sudden quivering noise when all the wheels seemed 

to stop and another minute had been chopped off eternity.  

Part Two Translation (II) (50%)  

Directions: Put the following two passages into English and write your translated version on the 

Answer Sheet.  
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Part Three Writing (50%)  

Directions: You are allowed 40 minutes to write an article of around 300 words on One of the 

given topics. Be sure that your writing should include at least three well-developed parts with a 

thesis statement paragraph, supporting paragraph(s) with appropriate details, and a logical 

conclusion of the ideas discussed.  

1. What have we learned from SARS?  

Directions: China was afflicted with SARS in the spring of 2003. What kind of lessons can we 

draw from this unforgettable experience? 

2. My views on legalization of euthanasia (or mercy killing).  

Directions: Euthanasia remains one of the most controversial issues in the world. Some people 

argue that it should be legalized while others argue against it. What is your opinion?  

3. Prospects of the English Teaching in China  

Directions: Many people complain that English teaching in China is just like a kettle of water that 

will never boil and that English teaching has become one of the least efficient activities we are 

engaged in. Urgent calls are heard to reform English teaching in China. Have you given serious 

thought to this issue? 
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Passage 3  

All the scholar friends are gathers, and there is a goodly mixture of old and young. In the 

background lie high peaks and deep forests, while a clear, gurgling brook catches the light to the 

right and to the left.  

We then arrange ourselves, sitting on its bank, drinking in succession from the goblet as it 

floats down the stream. No music is provided, but with drinking and with song, our hearts are gay 

and at ease. It is a clear spring day with a mild, caressing breeze. The vast universe, throbbing 

with life, lies spreading before us, entertaining the eye and pleasing the spirit and all the senses. It 

is perfect.  

Passage 4  

In a few years time, mankind will bid farewell to the 20
th

 century, a century full of 

vicissitudes, and enter the 21
st
 century, a century full of promises. At this turn of centuries, it is of 

great significance that we are gathered here from all comers of the world to commemorate the 50
th

 

anniversary of the United Nations - the widely representative and authoritative intergovernmental 

organization of our age. We can use this opportunity to take a look at the past and the future from 

a higher plane and share our views on how to turn the lofty missions of the United Nations into 

reality.  

Fifty years ago when the World War against Fascism came to its victorious conclusion, the 

United Nations was born, which was a major event in the history of international relations. That 

the world went through two world wars in a short span of 30 years in the first half of the century 

left mankind with not only unprecedented carnage and destruction but also painful 

and .thought-provoking lessons. The drawing up of the UN Charter and the launching of UN 



 

ÕÖ×ØÙÚÛÜÝÞ
kaoyan.comßàÚÛ×Øáâ  ãäåæßàÚÛçèéêhttp://download.kaoyan.com 

organizations met the needs of the times, reflected the strong desire of the world's people to 

eliminate the scourge of war and mirrored humanity's dream for a new world of peace, equality, 

cooperation and prosperity.  

Over the fifty years after World War II, our world has undergone earthshaking changes which 

are sweeping and inspiring at times and stormy and disquieting at others. 

Our experience and lessons over half a century, the purposes and principles of the Charter 

and the epochal theme of peace and development, have all raised solemn and urgent demands on 

us. 

We must create a secure and reliable international environment of lasting peace and stability. 

We must uphold the norms governing international relations with the principles of sovereign 

equality and non-interference in each other's internal affairs as the core. 

We must establish a new type of international economic relations featuring mutual benefit, 

mutual support and common development. 

We must bring about a situation of 'international harmony which allows making independent 

choices and seeking common ground while putting aside difference.  

We must join in hands in meeting the challenges to human survival and development. 

It is our view that the above-mentioned points should be incorporated in the new international 

political and economic order whose establishment has been eagerly sought for by the people of all 

countries. The UN should and could play an important and unique role in this regard. It can be 

said that the realization of such a new international political and economic order will be the main 

hallmark of the netter world we am to build together. 

China is a member of the international community. It cannot be separated from the rest of the 

world, as its reform, opening-up and modernization drive all call for an international environment 

of lasting peace and stronger relations of friendship and cooperation with other countries. The 

world, likewise, needs China too, as a peaceful and prosperous world requires a stable and 

prosperous China. 

 


